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Chalkboard Grants at Work in Douglas County
Credit Union funding helps brings “special” classroom projects to life in Douglas County
ROSEBURG, OR October 5th, 2011 – Cascade Community is pleased to announce that out of eighty one applicants, forty eight Douglas County educators from twelve school districts have been selected to receive $200 Chalkboard Grants for the 2011/2012 school year.
New in 2009 and with an annual budget of $10,000, the Credit Union’s grant program provides a much needed financial resource for Douglas County schools.  And while the miniature grants are not intended for the purchase of basic classroom supplies, the funding is designed to provide teachers (grades K-12 at both public and private schools) with the materials needed for unique and creative classroom projects not otherwise possible due to decreased educational funding.
“We saw a record number of requests for simple classroom supplies and electronic or technological teaching aids this year,” said Gretchen Koester, CEO of Cascade Community Credit Union.  “Unfortunately, the grants aren’t intended to provide basic supplies or supplement general curriculum or instructional methods.  Our focus is on helping teachers bring engaging and innovative learning opportunities into their classrooms.”
A Chalkboard Grants program description, as well as a complete list of the 2011/2012 winners, is available at www.cascadecu.org under the “Community” drop down menu.  
About Cascade Community Credit Union
Established in 1948, Cascade Community Credit Union specializes in providing financial services to exclusively meet the needs of Douglas County residents.  All residents of Douglas County are eligible to join the credit union.  More information is available at www.cascadecu.org.
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