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Sutherlin High School Students Receive 

Cascade Community Irene Murphy Scholarships
Credit Union awards two scholarships for first time in 24 years!
ROSEBURG, OR May 16th, 2011 – Cascade Community Credit Union is pleased to announce the unprecedented selection of two Irene Murphy Scholarship recipients, Kassandra Freeman and Ashley Peterman.  Seniors at Sutherlin High School, these extraordinary young women were selected from a competitive field of 51 applicants and will receive $8,000 in scholarships!  Named after the Credit Union’s first manager, the Irene Murphy Scholarship has been awarded annually since 1987.  Selection is based on academic performance, leadership, community involvement, and the applicant’s potential to succeed in their chosen area of study.  
“Never in our history has the selection process been so difficult,” said Gretchen Koester, CEO of Cascade Community Credit Union.  “However, after careful consideration of a number of exceptional applicants, our selection committee agreed that both young ladies stood out from among their peers as deserving recipients.”
Kassandra Freeman, winner of the traditional $5,000 award, is an academically outstanding student with a 4.0 GPA.  She is also very active in many community projects, including: the Celebration of Literacy, Sutherlin Chamber of Commerce Christmas Tree delivery and Sutherlin park clean-up.  Upon graduating this June, Kassandra plans to attend Eastern Oregon University where she will major in Animal Science to pursue becoming a Veterinarian.  Coincidentally, it was later discovered that Kassandra is Irene Murphy’s great niece.
Ashley Peterman, who was awarded $3,000, is concurrently enrolled at Umpqua Community College (UCC) where she is taking extra math and science courses in preparation for her college career. Ashley is involved in several activities including softball, Peer Helpers and Future Business Leaders of America.  She holds a 4.0 GPA at Sutherlin High and a 3.9 GPA at UCC.  Upon graduating in June, Ashley hopes to attend Oregon State University where she will pursue a degree in Pharmaceutical Medicine. 

A small awards ceremony will be held at Cascade Community’s Sutherlin branch, located at 127 E. Central Ave., on Tuesday, May 17th.

About Cascade Community Credit Union 
Established in 1948, Cascade Community Credit Union specializes in providing financial services to exclusively meet the needs of Douglas County residents.  All residents of Douglas County are eligible to join the credit union.  More information is available at www.cascadecu.org.
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